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, “‘Follow the saints,
[ because

Eﬂr se who follow them
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Dearly beloved in Christ Jesus,

Recently, the directives specified by the Bishop of Mandya Diocese, Mar
Antony Kariyil, with regard to the liturgical celebration of the Syro-
Malabar rite in RRC, were alluded to at the Renewal Renewal Retreat
centre (RRC), situated near our parish church. I wish to inform our
parishioners, and others who participate in the liturgical celebrations in our parish, about
the basis for the Bishop’s directions. This is in order to remove misconceptions of any kind.

In August 2015, the Diocese of Mandya was extended to include the Syro-Malabar faithful
in Bangalore. Thereafter, the Apostolic Visitator, Mar Raphael Thattil presented a list of
the institutions included in the new diocese to the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar
church, in which RRC, too, was included. This was then sent by the Major Archbishop to the
Archbishop of Bangalore to seek his impression on the matter. The Archbishop of Bangalore
then forwarded this list to all institutions and sought the perspective of each institution and
religious congregation. Even though RRC is run by the CST congregation, which belongs
to the Syro-Malabar Church, the retreat center conveyed its desire to the Archbishop of
Bangalore to remain affiliated to the Bangalore Latin Archdiocese. Following this, the
Archbishop informed the Bishop of Mandya about this request and sought his impression.
Consequently, our bishop informed the Archbishop that according to his knowledge he was
entitled to grant permission to an institution run by a Syro-Malabar religious congregation
to join the Latin Church of the diocese. He proposed to consult appropriate authorities and
then put forward his view.

Thereafter, our bishop consulted the Major Archbishop, discussed the matter with other
bishops of the Syro-Malabar church and thereafter, informed the Apostolic Nuncio to India
about this issue. He then wrote to the Congregation of Oriental Churches at the Vatican
seeking their counsel. Their response stated that in the circumstance that an institution
belonging to the Syro-Malabar Church wants to be affiliated to the Latin Church, the major
superior of that religious congregation should send in an application for the same stating the
valid reasons to Rome. Based on this, the major superior of RRC responded that excluding
some liturgical celebrations of the Syro-Malabar rite conducted in Malayalam, all liturgy in
other languages was based on the Latin rite. As a result, he requested that the RRC retreat
center be allowed to remain in the Bangalore Latin Archdiocese. This request was accepted
and they were given permission to join the Latin archdiocese. Furthermore, it was also
stated that henceforth, written permission from the Bishop of the Syro-Malabar diocese
of the area was necessary to conduct any liturgical celebrations in the Syro-Malabar rite at
RRC.

In the light of this directive, RRC sought permission from our bishop to conduct Holy Mass
on Sundays and other days in the Syro-Malabar rite. Our Bishop relied on the directives



released by the Syro-Malabar Synad in 2015 pertaining to retreatcentersto take a decision.
They are as follows:

1. Unless as part of a retreat, regular Holy Mass on Sundays can be conducted for the
general public at retreat centers, only with written permission from the Bishop.

2. Eucharistic celebration on Sundays is the heart of parish life and no program which
hinders this should be held in association with any retreat centers. Example: Baptism,
First Holy Communion, Saturday night vigil, etc.

3. Feasts, Novenas and Offerings etc. can be held at retreat centers only after permission is
granted from the respective diocesan authority.

4. Tt is imperative that the Holy mass and other prayer services held in retreat centers
under the Syro-Malabar church, be in line with the rules and regulations prescribed by
the Diocese. (Ref. p.28)

5. In the light of these directives, liturgical celebrations in the Syro-Malabar rite for
Sundays and other days of obligation held at RRC were contrary to the Synod directives
and moreover, they are parallel to the liturgical celebrations held at the nearby Syro-
Malabar parish of St. Thomas Forane Church. Hence, after due deliberation with
Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church, permission to conduct liturgical celebrations in
the Syro-Malabar rite at RRC was denied. Nevertheless, all pursuits at the retreat center,
in accordance with the directives of the diocese, will continue to have our support and
prayers.

It is Jesus Christ who constituted the Church. It is through the Church that He gives us
His grace. We are able to fulfill God’s will only when we remain rooted in and attached to
the Holy Catholic Church. We may do a lot of good things, but it is when we do these is
accordance with God’s will that these actions become meaningful. The faith formation of
all members registered in our parish, the catechism instruction for children up to grade
12, the spiritual formation of our youth, young couples and senior members, are all the
responsibility of the parish. Thus, in concurrence with the guidelines of the Church, it is
imperative that we take part in the Eucharistic celebration on Sundays and other days of
obligation in our parish church, itself. The parish church is one family. All members of this
family should gather together to celebrate the Eucharist, to share in the gladness and sadness
of the parish, and share the gifts God has given us to further the growth of this parish family.
I would like to, once again, remind you of the solemn obligation we have towards helping
our brethren who are in distress or pain. I remain always grateful for your cooperation, love
and prayers. Let us clear all misconceptions and move forward to fulfill God’s will alone.

Fr. Thomas Kallukalam CMI
Forane Vicar
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Dearly Beloved in Christ Jesus,

The extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy has come
to an end. Yet, even though the ‘Door of Mercy’ has
been closed, the true door of mercy, the heart of Jesus | ,
Christ, is always open for us. p—

Iranian woman Samereh Alinejad says that

“retribution had been her only thought” after her teenage son was murdered. But, moments

before the killer was to be executed, Alinejad made a last-minute

i decision to pardon the man. Steven McDonald was a young

» police officer in 1986 when he was shot by a teenager, an incident

that left him paralyzed. “I forgave the shooter because I believe

the only thing worse than receiving a bullet in my spine would
have been to nurture revenge in my heart”

Samereh and Steven were merciful. We need not do great things,
but every little thing that we do, let’s add to it a lot of love and
compassion and wrap it in mercy...just as the Father commanded.
‘Manna’ an initiative started in our parish, was able to provide
meals to 50 needy and ill people in the beginning. It has now increased to 150, thanks to

your support. Yet, we need more people to be part of this venture....so, let’s join hands and
pass on His mercy!!

Rather than just hearing the Word, do something about it. Be patient with those who
irritate you, help anyone who is hurting, give people a second chance, build bridges of love
to the lost, least and the last. God is pleased by every act of mercy, because in the brother or
sister that we assist, we recognize the face of God which no one can see.

May God give each of you the courage to be merciful, the strength to step out in faith and
do little acts of love that point others to the merciful Lord.

May Christ the King reign in your hearts , ‘cause our heart is His rightful throne.

Yours in our Lord,

Fr. Justin Manninezhath CMI
Asst. Vicar
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God never gives someone a gift they are not
capable of receiving. If he gives us the gift
of Christmas, it is because we all have the
ability to understand and receive it.
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The confessional is not a torture chamber,
but the place in which the Lord's mercy
motivates us to do better.
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Sr. Shibi DCPB, Precious Blood Convent
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Purgatory also known as purifying fire refers
to a purification process that helps the soul a
enter heaven holy. The purpose of purification
goes back to the scriptures which state that
nothing unclean can enter the presence of God.
Purgatory is not a second-chance for damned
souls to repent. Instead it is a state of cleansing
and purification for souls destined for heaven.

In general purgatory refers to praying for the
dead and caring for their needs. However, we
can see different perspectives to the idea of
purgatory. In the Buddhist realm , rebirth in
any one of the six forms human , god , demi
god, animal etc. is as the result of one’s Karma.
However in the Christian tradition, there are
controversies in the concept of purgatory. The
Roman Catholics state biblical passages for the
belief in purgatory as 1. Praying for the dead,
2. Interim between death and resurrection and
a purifying fire after death . All souls day was
started in the 11" century to encourage prayers
for the souls in purgatory. However the concept
remains controversial as Orthodox Christians
and other sects of Christianity do not believe
in this concept.

The belief in the system of purification of the
souls is reiterated by St Paul to Corinthians;
For we must all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ; that every one may receive the
things [done] in [his] body, according to that
he hath done, whether [it be] good or bad (2
Corinthians 5:10 -). If any man's work shall be
burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall
be saved; yet so as by fire (1 Corinthians 3:15).
St Paul wrrte to the Hebrews that one should
follow peace with all [men], and holiness,
without which no man shall see the Lord
(Hebrews 12:14).

The souls in purgatory:
Roles of the living

Dr. Bino Thomas

Our role in helping souls in purgatory

The catholic faith believes in praying for the
souls in purgatory and the church dedicates
the month of November to pray for the dead.

We can help souls in purgatory

* Mass - Dedication of Mass in the name
of the loved one as it is the most powerful
tool for saving the soul in purgatory

* Rosary - dedicate the rosary to the loved
one by interceding to Mother Mary for
helping the soul in purgatory

* Novena of the Holy souls

* Recite the Way of the cross for the loved
one

*  Mercy chaplet with special intention to
holy souls

»  Fucharistic adoration for the souls in
purgatory

* Prayer to St. Gertrude for souls in
purgatory

*  Visit to the cemetery

*  Give alms to the poor as penance that can
be offered to the holy souls

In addition to these, family prayers on the
anniversary of the departed family members
are encouraged. It will be also important that
family members together do these prayers.
The younger ones will get the opportunity and
learn the system of praying for the souls to be
in peace.
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THANAL, a charitable undertaking in our
parish, is an initiative of the St.Thomas
Youth (STY) association to help the poor. It
was started in the year 2011. Initially, it was
operated without an official name. Thereafter
Tony, ( a member in 2011) suggested “Thanal’
Through this venture, the poor and needy in
our surroundings are given aid for various
needs, particularly for their educational and
health needs. Fund raising for the poor is done
by collecting old newspapers, magazines,
books and other recyclable materials from
houses of the parishioners and trading them
with scrap dealers, thus, acquiring money for
the poor. The youth also collect electronic
waste like computers, speakers, laptops and
so on. Funds are also provided by generous
sponsors. Every year more than fifty thousand
rupees is collected as fund to help the needy.
The youth in the parish play an important role
in this and there are members who support this
both with their presence and financially, too.
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THANAL - A SHADE FOR THE POO

e AR 47 P =

“But when you give to the needy, do not let your
left hand know what your right hand is doing”.
Mathew 6:3

Being members of Thanal has helped to
transform each of us into kind and humble
human beings. By The work that we do , the
time that we spend towards this, we gain
satisfaction and immense joy, in knowing that
we are able to make a difference in another’s
life. The smile on their faces gives us a feeling of
joy that is priceless! All our efforts are without
any expectations, yet, our benevolent Lord
continues to reward us. Our Lord takes into
account every minute that we spend for the
needy as being given to Him, and thus, we all
have miracles and blessings that are all His pay!
It is not enough that we thank God for what we
are today but, it is our duty to help others to
lead a better life as well. Moreover, Thanal is a
platform to showcase and cultivate our talents.
We interact with more people which benefits




both, ourselves and our friends. We welcome
all the youth to join us and be a part of this
family as we continue our journey of being
‘a shade for the poor. We are always grateful
for the prayers and blessings of all the people
around us.

Here are some personal experiences of a few
members:

I always believe in being there for others. One
platform that made it possible is Thanal.
Bonding with the youth — I remember initially
when we started it was just 4-5 members who
went to houses and collected recyclable waste.
We built a strong friendship/bond because of
Thanal. With regard to motivation - our Vicar
has always been an inspiration for me in every
aspect. And Thanal was another initiative that
made me proud of our vicar. He motivates young
people to get out and do these things. While in
Fun - Fun, because you are with your friends
roaming around houses and collecting papers-
these efforts relieves the mind from one’s busy
and hectic schedules.

Jilson Martin

Thanal gave me an opportunity to share my
talent and improve my interaction with people.
It has helped me to improve my friends lives by
sharing time, money and many things which
have helped them and made me happy,too. We
should be a shade for the poor and needy, and

not harm another in any way.
Thomas Siby

The church is seen as a place of shelter by both
believers and non- believers, and it is sometimes
not possible to help everyone financially as the
church administration has constraints. But to
have funds exclusively to help the poor is great
and it gives us a noble and pleasant feeling. And
Thanal does just that, it creates funds without
creating a dent in anyones pocket!!I love
knowing that my church, too, is helping the poor

Sajjen Mathew

Financially, I am not earning anything....but I
believe in this...Psalm 41:1 “Blessed is he who
considers the poor; The Lord will deliver him in
time of trouble”. And Proverbs 19:17 which says,
“Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the
Lord and he will repay him for his deeds”. Hence
it’s a nice concept to help the poor and for now
it is working well in our church. Furthermore,
those youth who are not earning as yet, but want
to contribute towards the poor, can be a part of
Thanal, as in this association, your physical
presence and efforts mean a lot .

Midhun Joy

To be a part of Thanal or to
donate, contact:

Jomon- 99 80 433714,

Antony- 97 39 403857
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Congregation of the Sisters of the Poor
of St. Catherine of Siena (Savina Sisters)

Sr. Anna Sd.P.

Blessed Mother Savina Petrilli, the
foundress of our congregation was born on
29™ August, 1851 in Siena, Italy.

Mother Savina had a private audience with
Pope Pius IX for the first time in 1869.
During this meeting, the Pope came to
know that she was from Siena and He said to
her “Go, go with St. Catherine, walk in her
footsteps and follow her example”. Inspired
by the Pope’s exhortation, she founded a
new order at her own House on 15 August
1873 in her own house with the approval of
the Archbishop of Siena, Enrico Bindi. The
congregation received Papal approbation
in 1899 with the title “Sisters of the poor”.
Mother Savina chose St. Catherine of Siena
as the patroness of our congregation. She
also chose the fundamental characteristic
of Christ’s priesthood as our particular
charism: be the priest and victim at the same
time as Christ is, for the greater glory of God.
Mother Savina left for her heavenly abode
on 18" April, 1923. She was suffering from
cancer during her last days. On 24™April,
1988 Pope John Paul II recognised Mother
Savina as a role model for all Christians by
proclaiming her “blessed”.

Our apostolic mission is fulfilled through
education, upliftment of the downtrodden,
assisting the poor and the needy, conducting
family visits and catechesis. Our Mother
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House is in Siena, Italy whereas our General
House is in Rome. As of today we have
presence in eight countries around the world
namely Italy, Germany, Brazil, Argentina,
Ecuador, Paraguay, Philippines and India.
In India we have Houses in Gujarat, Kerala,
Mumbai and Bangalore.

Savina Bhavan, the House in Bangalore
was established in 1998 in order to provide
lodging facilities to girls who come from
outside Bangalore for their studies. Savina
Kinder Garten was a mission started to
take care of the specific needs of the local
community. In fact Savina Bhavan is our
congregations only House in Bangalore. Our
community at Savina Bhavan comprises of
ten sisters in all, led by Sr. Lissy Meppilly
our superior.

We the sisters of Savina Bhavan participate
in all the major apostolic activities of the
Parish like faith formation for the youth and
families, organising of various programs
and prayer meetings, visiting the sick etc.
Two of our sisters serve as nurses at Kidwai
Hospital while another sister is pursuing
her studies in the field of nursing from St.
John's Hospital in order to serve the sick in
future. A couple of our sisters also serve as
teachers at Christ ICSE School nearby. We
sisters are simply known as “Savina Sisters”
within our locality.
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Holy Eucharist Church Mangammapalya Beat St. Josephs and Claret Church, Dasarahalli

in the Chavara Cup Cricket Conducted by St Chavara Association of St. Thomas Forane
Church on 12th and 13th November 2016 at Dharmaram Grounds
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‘..you are more turbulent than the nations that are
all around you, and have not follgwed my statutes or
my ordinances’

How were the words of lamentation, mourning and
woe recorded on the scroll?
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. What did the man clothed in linen, with the writing

case at his side, come back and say?

I will bring the worst of the nations to take possession of
their houses. I will the arrogance of the strong,
and their holy places shall be profaned.

In the middle of it was something like four living
creatures.” What was their appearance like?,

¢..all the house of Israel have a hard forehead and a

stubborn ...... :

‘Disaster after disaster! See, it comes. An end has come,
the end has come. It has against you;...

‘Those far off shall die of pestilence; those nearby shall
fall by the sword;.. What will happen to those who are
spared?

To what did the twenty-five: men prostate themselves
before at the entrance to the temple of the Lord?

. ‘Mortal, eat this scroll that T give you and fill your

stomach with it’ What did the scroll taste like?

. “Go through the city, through Jerusalem, and put a

on the foreheads of those who sigh and groan
over all the abominations that are committed in it.”

Then lie on your left side, and place the punishment
of the house of Israel you shall bear their
punishment for the number of the days that you lie
there.

The living creatures darted to and fro like..............
wrath of the Lord. They shall not satisfy their hunger or

Then the glory of the Lord rose up from the cherub to
the threshold of the house; the house was filled with the
cloud, and the court was full of .....of the glory of the
Lord.



 BIBLE QUIZ ANSWERS REFERENCE

(October 2016)
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| Prize - Lintu Jojo, St. Xavier’s Ward
Il Prize - Mary Baby, Holy Family Ward
Il Prize- Annie Raphael, St. Jude Ward
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1 Kit = Rs. 150
20 Kits = Rs. 2600
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BAPTISM

Sl # Name Date

Sharath S R ( Francis) 07.10.2016
Daniel Kuriakose (Jacob) 15.10.2016
K Jasmin (Jasmin Maria) 24.10.2016
Ewan Joe Biju ( George) 29.10.2016
Bibel Jithin ( Jose) 05.11.2016
Allen Mathew ( Mathew) 06.11.2016
Christy (Joseph) 13.11.2016
Gangadhar V (George) 14.11.2016
Sara Ria Shine (Rose) 14.11.2016
Ronal (Antony) 20.11.2016

MARRIAGE

Ginoy Shabu &
Anusha Varghese 09.10.2016

Anish Mathew & Taniya C Paul 10.10.2016

Pinto Antony Olakengil
& Bhumika 16.10.2016

Santhosh Emmanuel & Sophia 23.10.2016
Avinash Christy &

Avon Natasha Vas 19.11.2016
Franco E ] & Liz Susan 20.11.2016
Vivin John &

Divya Romanious Paul 20.11.2016
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The Taste of Bangalore)

=z Jaison Vezhapparambil
Tel: 080 25524540
Cell: 92431 03753

QE JAISON CATERERS

iy ,_1 |

VOGODIo HAMVENIAQ

No. 8, Brindavan Nagar, Ramaiah Gardens, D.R.C. Post
1 Bangalore - 560 029
E-mail : jaisoncaterers@yahoo.com

November 2016




ARATT

N
ARATT Amora

Changing the way you live lee |ﬂ |_O\/e
Jigani-Anekal Road, Near APC Circle.
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